
Regarding Hannah Hazard, wife of Samuel Watson #7 

The numbers used here to differentiate between two men named Samuel Watson, father and son, are taken from 

The American Family of John Watson of the Narragansett Country, Rhode Island.  The father is Samuel #3, the 

son is Samuel #7.  (John Watson is available to view at the FamilySearch website; see Sources, on the last page, 

for the link.) 

Samuel Watson #7 married his wife Hannah in North Kingstown, Rhode Island.  Hannah’s maiden name and 

the year of this wedding are missing from the original record, likely due to fire damage. 

Rhode Island Vital Extracts, 1636-1850 (James N. Arnold) 

Volume 5: Washington County: Births, Marriages, Deaths 

Name:   Samuel Watson 

Marriage Date: 14 Mar 

Marriage Place: North Kingstown, Rhode Island, USA 

Spouse Name:  Hannah 

Page Number:  49 

On page 8 of The American Family of John Watson, the entry for Samuel Watson #7 states that he was “b April 

1714; m ca 1735 Hannah Hazard.”  The citation for this, given in a footnote, is Caroline E. Robinson, The 

Hazard Family of Rhode Island (Providence: 1896) p 60. 

On page 18 of John Watson, the expanded entry for Samuel Watson #7 attributes the first three of his sons – 

Robert, Silas, and Nicholas – to his “first wife (unidentified).”  Then it lists the rest of Samuel #7's children: 

“Issue: by HANNAH (as listed in Haz Fam 

p 16).” 

Page 8 of John Watson says to consult page 

60 of The Hazard Family, while page 18 of 

John Watson says to consult page 16.  

Neither is correct; these pages mention 

different Hazard women named Hannah.   

It is page 33 of The Hazard Family (shown 

at right) that remarks upon Hannah Hazard’s 

marriage to Samuel Watson as a second 

wife.  The Hazard Family cites no source for 

this assertion, and offers no date for their 

marriage.  (The only footnote on page 33 

refers to Jeremiah Hazard #308 being 

“impeached for disloyalty.”) 

Caroline E. Robinson wrote another book, 

The Gardiners of Narragansett; Being a 

Genealogy of the Descendants of George 

Gardiner.  In Gardiners of Narragansett, 

Ms. Robinson outlines the Watson family 



tree from its earliest point: John Watson – he of the “Narragansett Country” – married George Gardiner’s 

daughter Dorcas. 

 

The Samuel Watson whose name is highlighted in yellow in the above excerpt from page 7 of Gardiners of 

Narragansett is Samuel #3, father of Samuel #7.  Shown below are excerpts from pages 21-22 of Gardiners of 

Narragansett. 



Both Samuel Watson #3 and his son’s wife Hannah Hazard receive further mention in the Notes section of this 

book, precisely because of all the confusion over who married whom.  Below are excerpts from pages 216-217. 

We have captured the image of page 217 of The Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island, referenced by Ms. 

Robinson in her notes on Samuel #3, and present most of it on the next page, below. 

  



“It has been understood, however, that the author of this work [John Osborne Austin], in adopting the view in 

the text, had the support of some document not now available.”  (Gardiners, p 216)  It seems to us that Ms. 

Robinson is being generous here, after describing the “radical discrepancy” she found in The Genealogical 

Dictionary of Rhode Island, which we would expect to be the original 1887 edition. 

The Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island gives the name of Samuel #3’s first wife as Abigail Northup, the 

daughter of Stephen and Mary (Thomas) Northup.  This is the error that gave rise to the idea that Hannah 

Hazard (who married Samuel #3’s son) was the second, not the first, wife of a man named Samuel Watson. 

Abigail Northup did marry a Watson.  His name was John, and he was the older brother of Samuel #3. 

  



Shown below is an excerpt from John Watson, page 5, with the entry for John Watson #2 that describes his 

wives.  Ironically, it was a second marriage for both John and Abigail.  His first wife, Hannah Champlin, died in 

October 1720.  Abigail Northup was the widow of Samuel Eldred when she married John Watson on 22 April 

1722. 

 

Abigail (Northup) Watson’s bio at Findagrave (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/158370881): 

Abigail was the daughter of Stephen Northup Jr. and his wife Mary of Kingstowne, Rhode Island. She 

was married first, about 1706, to Samuel Eldred, the son of Thomas Eldred and Susanna Cole of 

Kingstowne. Following Samuel's death, she m. (2) 22 April 1722 John Watson, Jr., the son of John 

Watson and Dorcas Gardiner. 

Samuel Watson #3 did marry a Northup woman – Abigail’s sister Mary.  At their father Stephen Northup’s 

Findagrave memorial page (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/112924847/stephen-northup), here is what is 

written about Mary: 

Mary, b. [circa] 1700, d. 5 Oct 1737 (family Bible), m. Samuel WATSON, a brother to sister Abigail’s 

husband (per Watson genealogy). Mary was named Mary Watson in her father's 1733 will 

This brings us back, full circle, to the John Watson genealogy: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/158370881
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/112924847/stephen-northup


The American Family of John Watson of the Narragansett Country, Rhode Island names the wives of Samuel 

Watson #3 as Mercy Helme (wife #1); Mary Northup (wife #2); and Hannah (Carr) Slocum (wife #3).  The 

source citations for these marriages are embedded directly into the descriptive paragraph spanning pages 7-8. 

While John Watson seems to have properly determined and ordered the three wives of Samuel Watson #3, it 

sadly didn’t manage to sort out the matter of listing Hannah Hazard as the second wife of son Samuel #7. 

At this point we conclude that Hannah Hazard, daughter of Jeremiah and Sarah (Smith) Hazard, most likely was 

the first and the only wife of Samuel Watson #7.  The seven children ascribed to Samuel #7 – Robert, Silas, 

Nicholas, Mary, Samuel, Freeborn, and Hazard – probably shared the same mother, Hannah (Hazard) Watson. 
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