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(But Mostly Watson Men Behaving Badly)
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Watson Brothers Caught Fishing

Gurdon Watson was less of a scofflaw than his brothers.
Maybe he was generally better at not being found dhts
news item describes one timewascaught reehanded

NnWATSON B RCCABGHR BISHING
ANEW LONDON MEN ARE COMPE|

IN POQUONOC ON SUNDAY

fAN exciting experience fell to the lot of two residents of
New London in Poquonoc Sunday. Ira C. Watson and hi
brother, Gurdon W., of Willetts avenue, had an idea that
day was just about right for a good mess of pickerel, so t
went over to Poquomoand set in a number of tilts in
Mohignet lake early in the morning. The fish were biting
right and a nice string reposed in a hole in the ice by the
of the pond when E. E Spicer arrived.

fiMr. Spicer has watched the ice this year with an anxious

eye, as he depends upon this pond for much of his suppl|

therefore he made a bee line for the nearest offender as
as he saw what was going on. He was in tinggasp Ira

by the arm before he could get away, but as Mr. Spicer ig ;"""
minus one finger his hold was not very firm and Ira twistg
himself free, starting across the pond on a run for home §

friends.

AMr. Spicer is not exactly a sprinter, as he weighs over 2§

pounds, but he chased his man for a long distance, sticki
to him until he saw an opportunity of gaining a little by
cutting across a corner. Here he came up with the fugitiy
who again dodgesdharply, dropping his hat as he turned.
Mr. Spicer picked that up and held on until his quarry waj
well blown, then got him. Mr. Spicer told him that he was
under arrest and that he would have to go with him to

Groton. Mr. Watson pleaded hard to bewatd to go free,
but Mr. Spicer was for a long time obdurate. Finally he
consented to permit the man to go, telling him that he wo
think the matter over and decide what he would do about
later.

WATSON BROTHERS |
CAUGHT FISHING

INEW LONDON MEN ARE COMPELLED
TO SPRINT IN POQUONOC
' ON SUNDAY.

An exciting experience fell to the lot |
|0f two residents of New Londom in Po-
quonoe Sunday. Ira C. Watson and h:sl
{ brother, Gurdon W., of Willetts avenue, |
had an idea that the day was just about |
right for a good mess of pickerel, so|
they went over to Poquonoe and set in
a number of tilts in Mohignet lake early
in the morning. The fish were biting alil
right and a nice string reposed in a hole
in the ice by the side of the pond when
% E. Spicer arrived.

Mr. Spicer has watched the ice this
yvear with an anxious eye, as he depends
upon this pond for much of his supply,
he made a bee line for the
nearest offender as soon as he saw what
was going on. He was in time to grasp
Ira by the arm before he could get away,
but as Mr. Spicer is minus one finger
{is hold was not very firm and Ira
[twisted himself free, starting across the
fperd on a run for home and friends.

{ My, Spicer is not exactly a sprinter, |
las he weighs over 200 pounds, but

therefore

he |

ehased his man for a lony distance, stiek-
ing to him until he saw an opportunity

fof gaining a little by cutting ac
Here he came up with the fugi-
[tive, who nagain dodged sharply, drop-
ing his hat &s he turned. Mr. Spicer
vicked - that up and held on until his
juarry was well blown, then got him, Mr.
‘ told him that he was under ar.
[rest and that he would have to go with
(him to Groton. Mr. Watson pleaded
hard to be allowed to go free, but Mr.

was for obdurate.

TOss A

| \}»i.. )

time
{ Finally he consented to permit, the man
(to go, telling him that he would think
[the matter over and decide what he
|would do about it later.

The other firsherman had made a good
start when he saw trouble imminent and
got away in safety. Such was the haste
of both, however, that they left all
their fishing gear on the ice with the ex-
ception of several of the tilts, which they
cut from the lines, leaving lines, hooks
and fish behind them.

The reason for Mr, Spicer’s anxiely
about stopping fishing in the pond
through the ice is that the ice is to a
great degree spoiled by the holes ent by
the fishermen. In his lease of the pond
Mr. Spicer has arrangement made where-
by he has complete control of the fishing
rights, paying $25 extra per annum on
that account. He intends to place a
watchman at the pond for the remander
of the winter and it is a certainty that
the next fisherman canght will not get
off go easily.

Spicer ( one
b R r long




AThe other fisherman had made a good start when he saw trouble imminent and got away |
safety. Such was the haste of both, however, that they left all their fishing gear on the ice
with the exception of several of the tilts, which they cut from the liea@sjng lines, hooks

and fish behind them.

AThe reason for Mr. Spicer's anxiety about stopping fishing in the pond through the ice is th
the ice is to a great degree spoiled by the holes cut by the fishermen. In his lease of the pc
Mr. Spicer has arrangement made whereby he has complete cdnlv@lfishing rights,

paying $25 extra per annum on that account. He intends to place a watchman at the pond
the remainder of the winter and it is a certainty that the next fisherman caught will not get o
so easilyo The Day New London, CT; Reruary 5, 1906, pg. 10

Ira and Gurdon Watsamay have beeh |

Fine String of Pickerel.

Ira C. and G. W. Watson, brought as
fine a string of pickerel into the city
this afternoon as has been seen by loecal
sports in some time. There were 18
pickerel and one perch. Some of the
pickerel averaged two pounds in weight.
The Watson brothers went out early in
the morning and caught the beauties,
“over there.”

morning and

30, 1905, pg. 6

caught

shing in Mr. Spiceros |
they seemed to have special knowledge of
where the pickerel fishing was good:

FI'NE STRI NG OF PI CKER

!

Anlra C. and G. W. Wats
string of pickerel into the city this afternoon as
has been seen by local sports in some time.
There were 18 pickerel and one perch. Some of
the pickerel averaged two pounds in weight.
The Watson brothers weatit early in the

t hrbe DayeNew liondensCTTuésqg Mag/r  t



GurdonReallyLiked to Fish Got 125 Blackfish.

_ _ Paul Paquette, William Treat and

Gurdon earnedomementions in the New | Gurdon Watson had a successful fish-

. . ‘ing trip in the former’'s powerboat Fri-

London newspapéerhe Dayin connection -d-?y. bémgi;] th"i‘ﬁ tll'.-zi "}”i“‘;ﬁ"“' all

ith his fishi - of gooa weight. heir friends were
with his fishing skills. generously remembered, e

On August 16, 1913[he Dayreported that ‘ st s # AR g
Gurdon and two other men had landetbtal of125 blackfish while out fishingpgether.

'f ALobsters are seldom caught by the hook, at least none
EA”GHI lUBSIER || but the species that blossom along Broadway, but
| Monday afternoon Gurdon Watson pulled a real live
[}N A HSH HUUK | lobster from the Sound on the end of a hook.
POUN 4 ISTACEAN AT 1 . .
U ockaN seac. || He had caught a few blackfish when he felt a tug on his
phogi sers are seldom causnt by thell line. He pulled and the resistance was so strong that he
Gurdon a
real live lobster from the Sound on
Watson was fishing from the big
rocks at Ocean Beach. He had caught
on his line. He pulled and the re- . .
gistance was =0 strong that he thought | forth a lobster dangling from the end of the hook. And it
was frvine to pull At to surface. | was some lobster, too. It weighed-8 pounds and
water brought forth a lob-
gter dangling from the end of the
It weighed 6 3-4 pounas anad when | DVaAtson had, in feeling about for fish, hooked the lobster
laid in a market basket covered the
: \\‘amun‘ had, in feeling about for . . H
fish. hooked the lobster under tne | him securely to land. He believes that hereafter he will

On August 8, 1911, Gurdon made the newsditghing darge lobster on his fish hook

GURDON WATsON LANDED 5 3-1 | fWatson was fishing from the big rocks at Ocean Beach.
Lobsters are seldom caught by the |

Dioesom alone Broaguay. but Monday || thought he had hooked the sea bottom and was trying to

the end of a hook | pull it to surface.

a few blackfish when he felt a tuz | fiHe pulled and pulled and finally from the water brought

he had hooked the sea bottom and

crade pulled and pulled and finally | when laid in a market baskcovered the entire bottom.

hook And it was some lobster too.

entire bottom. under the claw on the end of the fish hook and brought

claw on the end of the fish hook and

s e Iy o tand. - He be- | eschew fishing for mere fish and catch lobsters only for
fishing for mere fish and ¢atch lob-

sters anly for the price 1= was un ana | tE price is way up and garstill, at last accounts.
i, el B I 5 i The Day New London, CTAugust 8, 1911pg.2

In April 1929 Gurdon earned another mention in the local press:

fnGurdon W. Wat son of 280 Wi lletts avenue
had a very successful time in their favorite brool Catches 18 Fine Trout,

. nir 4 atann IR Tilletts
yesterday. Mr. Watson brought home a string o _ ©'rdon W. Watson of 280 Willet!

. _ avenue was included in the list of
18 fine trout, nearly all of which measured from | 1ccal fishermen whe had a very sue-

eight to 11 inches long and weighed in cessful time in their favorite brooks
N . vesterday. Mr. Watson brought home
pr op or tThedDay New London, CT; a string of 18 fine trout, nearly all of

evening edition, April 16, 1929, pg.7 which measured from eight to 11
inches long and weighed in propor-
tion.




Colorized finoto at left Gurdon Watson

dressed and equipped for a day of fishing.
This picturecame to us from a grandson of
Gurdonds daughter Gr g

Black-andwhite composite photo, below
Gurdon Watson enjoying a day of fishing.
This came to us from
collection. The photos afabeled with the
words ASilver Brook F
1 9 3 Zoogle MapshowsSilver Falls
alongLatimerBrook, in the extreme
southwestern corner of Montville, CT.

%
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Silver+Falls/@41.4120575,-72.2289901,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89e6139362b711b3:0x674e5a4fabbc6954!8m2!3d41.4120424!4d-72.2186904!16s%2Fg%2F1tpbc_p9?entry=ttu

Elmer E. Watson Sr. and Jr. also fished for sport. These two-arabkhite photos shown
beloware dated to April 1931.

Elmer Sr., with his back to the camera, is fishing in
Lati mer 6s Br ook (atimev Kk nc
BrooK. Elmer Jr. holds up a mess of trout caught

by one or both of them.

Elmer Jr., more advanced in years, is shown in this
old color photowitha decessti zed f i sh I
caught.
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Turns out, the ladies in New London, CT, likedist, too. And emeone working aithe Day
during the nineteeaughts must have been keeping
score for the fishing enthusiasts in New London:

et LNDED A BIG FIH

nMRS. EDWARD G. DOTZAUMmis. &pwARD G. DOTZAUER
LOCAL RECORD HOLDS LOCAL RECORD,

i

-1

AMrs. Edward G. Dotzauer of 10 Coit street head 7 Lirard Do aucr o i

the record for catching the largest blackfish of thq the Tarscst biackiish of the = season

among the women. Mrs. I_')n!zmn-r
season among the women. Mrs. Dotzauer and amd another woman ﬁsht:a'l‘uft Pequot
. on the rocks Friday with a pole
another woman fished off Pequot on the rocks | and iine. Mrs. Dotzauer felt a terrific

tugging at the line and sjarted to

Friday with a pole and line. Mrs. Dotzauer felt a tugging aat the line and started to
terrific tuggingat the line and started to haul in. If Baul in. It required assistance of her

companion to land the fish.

required the assistance of her companion to lanq When weishéd the blackfish tinped

. the scales at 10 pounds. No men have
the fish. been known t& cateh such a Dbig
blackficsh at the Pequot this season and
Mrs. Dotzauer's friends say she has

fWhen weighed the blackfish tipped the scales & t1e recora.
10 pounds. No men have been known to catch
such a big blackfish at the Pequot this season and Mrs. Dotzauer's friends say she has the
recordd The DayNew London, CTWed., Oct. 23, 1907, pg. 7

Edith Lottie (Gates) Dotzauer, wife to Edward G. Dotzauer, would see their daiigtiter
marri ed t o Gu  rEbnerron Meg 14s51814,6nNevs London.

They shared a love of music: Elmer playeduindin; Mabel, the piano. There were also
important differences between their familiesr

Al the snnual meeling of the | starters, th®otzaues weredeeply religious

ew  London  branch  of  the | pegple. Tie Watsons were not.
| Women's Christian Temperance |

' union officers were - elected as| A - :
foliows: President, Mrs. Philena | Ma b e | 0 sonaesernvdd asrvice presidenit

Noland: vice president, Mrs. Edith | theWomen 0 s C hristian inTempe
G Dotzauer. corresponding secre- | New London of which Mabel also was a
tary, Mie Jessie Hasie recording | member. But Elmer was no teetotaler; he came

from a family tradition of homé& r e wed bee
more than likely he imbibed regularly at the American Legion hall.

Edith Dotzauer died in the same year that
Prohibition itself, did not stand the test of time.



GurdonPled Guilty

Gurdon Watson had another encount ejumping t h
with fish. It wasJudge Frederick P. Latimer Gfroton, CT This encounter came in the same
week that Gurdon hookeddlobster.

Long story sutboardngtoro@ hishahtvasdos loud

According to theSpring 2001Bugeye Timep u bl i shed by the Cal ver
until [1929], outboards had aboveater exhausts that were very noisy. When fishermen left
early in the morning, everyone around wakened from the noise of the loud motors.

On August 10, 1911, Gurdon Watson was one of twelve motoooarspperators fined in
Groton town court for Aviolating the stat:

AnAll were arrested by State Policemen Whe
evening. The state policemen were accomp.

AGurdon Watson pleaded guilty to the charge against hiReportedly he was the only one to
do t his. | t s possible hedbd removed the

RAfter one or two more of the accused had been presented and heard, Judge Latimer decidec
that he would hear several of T o o

the boats in operation to Motor Boat Operators |:.:

convincehimself He declared Fined in Groton Court exbonis
a recess adbout an hour, and LR
Activity of State Police Resulted. In Rush of Business|{!'s"

the court, accused and for Judge Latimer This Morning — Several
witnesses went to the wharf |, Appeals Were Taken.

Twelve owners and operators ofjClark's launch approaching The
»

not effectively m u!" l
'nl- J by Attorne
of

sky New ]
me n Ruc ! 1 and Wheelor
1 that they could hear the
he engine of the defend
ver half a mllu away,
Sees Boats Operate,
tage of the proceedings
decided that h would
ts tion

launch was about a half mile away. | wer Pe
mot b ) € e town 3 were o
where four of thenenwere for & o8 b towsi| 0ok _was WbUIL S Baic Bl mwer [ un their boats out
court of G his 1g fo O | the testimony of Wheeler. George | y ince of  half
lati ng the 1 e| Clark, who

was an occupant of the
ime it was overhauled,

E was muffled. | i
Mystic was called

ition the pro-
. The remalin
led r

fdirected to run their boats ouj .« ..i i
on the river for a distance of T :
half a mile or moré@so Judge
Latimer could hear what they | =

sounded like.

He said that
) ne of lh Clark | ©
> m 1\ mt ||H d. He knew

¢ and muffler

\l ton, George

. ated
119 [u! i H. state
Iy unjust one, and n
nstrue lm m tnin
ad that motors she ull b

16 @ eet.

ge Latimer interrupted the tes-
of the witness H said tha

of (h fact tl\ t (h
e ) [ «

making any false stat
S, |m ths ( he did not think tl
7| testimony of the wit
\ s Atto kley
v State Pollce-| Lathrop had been introducec
son and Rudd| oypert witress vho was r\m hn
an | evening. | with the f« altres s

9 was valid It was not for a court to
!h ' me mlm.. m the law

1estion the cons nlull nality

Afterwards Judge Latimer
declaed thatfin view of the er. ok P e ta
circumstances he saw no {Z?fj;{;,F‘*" e A s ok 3{%2'-"’:‘3?»?:x"';‘;f’“' i, Mo of e
course left for him but to find :\:';:’;'ilr‘:,ug :.:‘,,:”i f_:;‘;{,',, e i co
all the accused guilty. He e

nent  was  af-
m when  Capt
1 witt z

lled the owner
d the boat was
e uuh the law

4 1 to call another
witness, but the url | cided lnn

enough evidence lm! l en introduc
nnvl that he would go on with anc ;lh oy

5
o \ \\ Innl n ve n

el o LB or"of the g

h h 4 h \A\"r e \lnn ckley stated that he ”, B 't remember i Liew
s y ) give a pra null ' Ne m”“ll'

stated however that in his o et St | b e SRR R

as e¢ rney nk hH client's gine  was muffle 1
.. Hinckley of Stonington, State Po- | fectively e had hac ”.. b | ,‘.“',’ ,,‘,’”,,‘ the court,
opinionthe state law was a ||/ Wi Wi e rought over to Groton and It was e || have Ses
» othe P cemse g iroton Coal Co. as 3 ST -
. . . launc ston sho jut | The baat < ould e werated an e | tne a1 ounden case
wickedlv uniust oneaand it opposite the Griswold when he heard | Judge could determine . for ‘hunciie || Horn nine time 1 through J.,.
\n sther m engine was muffieq to]| Civil war, leh-'l Captain  White,
wer the Ia 'rm| I have never been arrested b
ore,”

“you ma
ne rr-]rl »mber, that yc l’;



https://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/DocumentCenter/View/1272/Bugeye-Times-Spring-2001

was hard to construe its meaning. The law read that n&itotgdbe effectively muffled, but
just what was meant by that was ambiguous.

This matter was reported irhe Day New London, CT; August 10, 1911, pg.ciigping
shownon previous pageand theNorwich Bulletin Norwich CT; August 11, 191pg. 7
(quoted above).

Ités bad enough thé@all were fined $5 and costs, amounting to $1@&3ut Gurdon also got

his motor vessed p e r didermse vaitsheld We learned this from thdst of Officers of

Merchant Steam Motor and Sail Vessels Licensed during the Years Ended June 30 1912 the
Years Ended June 30 1918ne 30 1915 ; for a Period of Five Yearmshich we found on

Google Books

FIFTH SUPERVISING INSPECTION DISTRICT. 119
Persons rrROM WrHOM LiceEnses wErRE WrrHHELD 1IN THE Locar Districr or NEw
LoxpoNn, CoNN., YEAR ENDED DEcEMBER 31, 1911.
—_— - Su— i e —— —_———— ‘. — —
Date of | y Date of
Name. | refusal. | Name. | refusal,
- . - i e
Masters of steam and motor vessels, |’ , First assistant enﬂnxn‘c of steam vessels, |
' | inland.
Doughty, Willlam H.......ccueeenennnnn i May 81 || gy p a
_ a1 | BB, YRR O, .. o sscasrnmesssnsoasapess Mar. 22
Btokes, .{qemn .......................... | June 21 Edwards, Charles C.ooeomonons oo ‘May 2
Master and pilot of steam and motor vessels. | Engineers of motor sessels of over 15 gross |
ARG 0P8 D v crssosnssnrenses july 3| loma carying freight or pasengers for |
| ' |
Second-class pllot of steam and motor ves- ey, Bty B icvisnitisieassisin | June
acls. ' Raynor, David....... sessuarerssrventets - Mar. 28
DTG JRIE WL o s naici s wsmipacemon ! May ¢ Wederkinch, Franels C.....ooovnnnnee. Apr. 2
Chief engineers of steam vessels, ocean, . Operators of motor vessels.
Cooper, RODOFL E. ....oocvoecesen | June 8 | e Manhat. emeenononerrerenses] une 2
Smllh. h“}'a B o v N BN UGN ES NS Nov, | \VA.IUU". GUPAON W e e s enevensnnnasenannn AU‘. 5
First assistant '"‘101':;".' of steam vesrcls, ; Master of sail vessels of over 700 gross lons. |
NONOD, WA . oo csarnosvvussmassmens LADE, 25 1" HaBoRR, JAMS. o cccvsinsansosansasasonss Aug. 8
|



https://books.google.com/books?id=iwMtAQAAIAAJ&pg=RA1-PA119&dq=%22Watson,+Gurdon+W%22&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwicl6igu5aBAxVlFVkFHR6kBaoQ6AF6BAgEEAI#v=onepage&q=%22Watson%2C%20Gurdon%20W%22&f=false

The Injuries Weré&f a Most Painful Character

We mentionedheworkplaceaccident that Irdad in 1902n our articlefiThe Saga of Ira
Watson and Nellie Ormsbydore recently we found a fuller description otincident in a

TR RO
i PiCSS FCTOY

FOREMAN TRA WATSON'S FOREARM
CRUSHED EY MACHINERY,

Ira Watscr, fo.eman of the rcpair shop
&: the Babcook Printiag Press Co.'s works
in this city, met with a pa.nful acc:dent
Lhis mesning that will ilay him up for an
M

NFEARFUL ACCIDENT IN PRESS FACTORY

AFOREMAN IRA WATSONS FOREARM
CRUSHED BY MACHINERY

i

filra Watson, foreman of the repair shop at the
Babcock Printing Press @p.works in this city, met
with a painful accident this morning that will lay hin
up for an extended period. Mr. Watson was at wo|
on a press that was to be repaired. The bed was
being run and he had his hand on it to ascertain if
there was any vibrationHe failed to get his hand
out quickly enough and it was caught between the
bed and the cylinder.

cxrendsd perviod. Watson was at
vork an a press fhat was.to be repaired.
The tél wax béng run and be had his
Lamd en it to ascertain if thore was any
v braticn. He faile} te gt h's hand out
¢uickiy enough and At was cauzht between
‘he bed and the cylinder.

The hand was crushed so bidly that it
rroke open and the forearm was also
crushed. The injuries were of a most
rainful character. Mr. Watson was taken

AThe hand was crushed so badly that it broke ope
and the forearm was also crushed. The injuries w|

of a most painful character. Mr. Watson was take
to the office of Dr. H. B. Thomson where the injuri
were dressed. The pain was so intense that le#tuer
practically no effect on the patient. It was necessg
to take about a dozen stitches in the arm and seve

to the office of Dr. H. B. Thomson where
the injuries were dressed. The pain was
£0 ‘n'ense that ether had practically no
effect on the patient. It was necessary to
take about a dozen stitches in the arm
anpd several in the hand. Mr. Watson was
then removed f{o his home in Willetts
avenue.

in the hand. Mr. Watson was then removed to his

home in Willetts avenue. The Day New London, CT; August 28, 1902, pg. 5

As we nlhée $adolirnaddigent occurred just weeks after the birthisison Charles.
Sleep dsruptionmighthavea f f ect ed | r a 0 shis haads werd oo the ntachimezy. W

We doubt Ira got paitly his employewhile he was recoveringnd may even have lost his job
as a consequencé&Vorker&compensation lawaere not in force when Ira was injured.

When | rabds wife Nellie f il elhbithallyrintechpenate and e ,
intolerably crueb We know fr om beddfimtelyhade drmking prablens t |
and could be physically aggressivea probably used alcohol to dull Hisgeringphysical pain

as well as his frustrationdVe also knowh&va s n6t t he only Watsgson


https://www.queenealogist.org/watson/watson_ormsby.html
https://www.queenealogist.org/watson/watson_ormsby.html
https://www.queenealogist.org/watson/watson_ormsby.html

Intoxication and Assaul& Battery

Walter Watson and his wiféary Ernestine Lewidjved in the village of Greenmanville in

Mystic, Connect

cut , on the Stoni

arrested for disorderly conduct, et hauled into court in Stonington, not Groton.

JIONINGTON HA3

GOURT oEaalON

MYSTIC AND PAWCATUCK MEN
SENT TO JAIL FOR DISOR-
DERLY CONDUCT.

(Special to The Day.)
STONINGTON, April 20.—Walter
Watson of Mystic was arrigned in the
town court at Stonington this morn-
ing at 10 o'clock before Judge Still-
man ofl two counts, intoxication and
assault and battery. Watson was ar-
rested Saturday night in Mystic by
Constable Willilam Foley. He was
drunk and had been beating and oth-

erwise maltreating his wife.

Watson pleaded gullty to both
counts and on the first was fined $10
and on the second $10 and given a
jail sentence of 60 days.  He was tak-
en to the New London county jail and
in addition to serving his sentence will
have to work out his fine, as he had

no money with which to pay either
fine,

AWalter Watson, who lives in Greenmanville, was
brought before Judge Stillman in the Stonington towr
court Tuesday afternod@ct. 27thJon a charge of
breach of the peace and assault and was sentenced
days in theNew London jail and to pay a fine of $11.1
including the costs of court. Mrs. Mary Watson, his
wife, appeared as a witness against him.

AWalter Watson of Mystic was arraigned in the town
court at Stonington this morning at 10 o'clock before
Judge Stillman on two counts, intoxication and assault
and battery.Watson was arrested Saturday night in
Mystic by Constable William Foley. He was drunk and
had been beating and otherwise maltreating his wife.

fAWatson pleaded guilty to both counts and on the first
was fined $10 and on the second $10 and given a jall

sentence of 60 days. He was taken to the New London

county jail and in addition to serving his sentence will
have to work out his fine, as he hadmoney with which
to pay either fin@@ The DayNew London, CT,;
Monday, April 20, 1908, pg. 8

This happenedhortlyaf t er t he birth
child. Four months later, baby Clarencé/Matsondied.
Things did not improve between Walter and Mary.

WALTER WATSON
GETS BIB PEMLTY

GIVEX 90 DAYS JAIL SENTENCE
AND FINE BESIDES—NEWS,
OF SOCIETIES,

Mystic, Oct, 28,

Walter Watson, who lives In Green-
manviile, was brought before Judge

ngton s

AWatson was arrested Tuesday afternoon by Consta
William Foley on a complaint made Sunday by his wi
whom hehad been maltreating by striking her and in t
use of abusive language. He had eluded arrest whel
Foley went after him on Sunday. He was taken to Né
London Tuesday evening and is now doing about fou
months in the lockup as a penalty for his cruel
treamentd  The Day New London, CT; Wed., Oct.
28, 1908, pg. 3

Stillman in the Stonington town court
Tuesday afternoon on a charge of
bréach of the peace znd assault and
Wwas sentenced to §0 days in New Lon-
don jail and to pay a fine of $11.13
$nciuding the costs of court. Mrs.
Mary Watson, his wife, appeared as a
witness against him,

VWatson was arrested Tuesday af-
ternoon by Constable Willlam Foley
on a complaint made Sunday by his
wife, whom he had been maltreating

and in the use of
abusive language. He had eluded ar-
rest when Foley went after him on
Sunday. He was taken to New Lon-
don Tuesday evening and is now dolng
about four months in the lockup as a
pcnalty for his cruel treatment.

by striking her

0



Well Known for Disturbing the Peace
ATHREE ARE FINED IN TOWN COURT

NRESIDENTS OF MYSTIC ARRAIGNED FOR BREACH OF PEACE

AArthur Sebastian, Walter Watson, and Everett Watson, residents of Mystic, were arraignec

in town court this morning before Judge Frederick P. Latimer to answer for breach of the

peace. The court imposed a penalty of $1 and costs, amounting to $9.0¢éyeth Bhatson.
Sebastian and Walter Watson each were given a fine of $7 and costs, the costs in one inst:
amounting to $17.64 and in the other to $16.64. Owing to the financial depression none of
the trio was able to meet the requirements of thest@meand all went to the Franklin street

mint to make the currency.

fAThe men, who were arrested Thursday night by
Constable William Douglass, acknowledged that
they were intoxicated. All are well known in
Mystic for their periodical disturbances of the
peace and this was recognized by the court, Juc
Latimer accompanyinthe imposition of sentence
by a few remarks to the effect that a worse fate
would befall them if they appeared before him
again. Everett Watson, being the one who had
offended least, was dealt with more leniently.
The Day New London, CTFri., Aug. 6, 1909,

pg. 8

—

f- GROTON Bonouen.j

THREE ARE FINED

[N TOWN- GOURT

RESIDENTS OF MYSTIC AR-
RAIGNED FOR BREACH OF
THE PEACE.,

Groton, Aug. 6.

Arthur Sebastian, Walter Watson
and Everett . Watson, residents of
Mystic, were arraigned in town court
this morning before Judge Frederick
P. Latimer to answer for breach of
the peace. The court imposed a pen-
alty 0f $1 and costs, amounting to
$9.07, on Everett Watson. Sebastian
and Walter Watson each were given a
fine of $7 and costs, the costs in one
instance amounting to $17.64 and in
the other to $16.64. Owing to the fi-
nancial depression none of the trio
was able to meet the requirements of
the occasion and all went to the
Franklin street mint to make the cur-
rency,

7 he men, who were arrested Thurs-
day night by Constable Willlam
Douglass, acknowledged that they
were intoxicated. All are well known
in Mystic for their periodical disturb-
ances of the peace and this was rec-
ognized by the court, Judge Latimer
accompanving the imposition of sen-
tence by a few remarks to the effect
that a worse fate would befall them if
they appeared before him again. Ev-
erett Watson, being the one who had
offended least, was dealt with more
lenientiy.




For Theft of Beer

WalterWatsonleft Mystic and headed to New LondoRle was enumerated there twice in 1910
ifirst on April 16th 1 n his brother Gurdor
household of his sister Geoegind brothetin-law Henry Gavitt. By summer 1911 Walter was
back in the local news, this time with his brothers Ira and Everett.

T nJeremiah Twomey reported to Patrolmen J. C.
Fﬂ R l H[ I:]. UF B[ER Sullivan and Kiley Wednesday night that a case,
} | containing two dozen bottles of beer, had been

WALTER WATSON JAILED: HIS sto!en from his establishment on Bank Street. The
BROTHERS DISCHARGED, policemen went to Fergus@wharf where they
Jeremiah Twomey reported t Pa-
trolmen J. (' Sullivan and Kiley wed. | found Ira, Walter and Everett Watson seated on the
nesday night that a case, containing| case or near it. One of the brothers asked the
two dozen bottles of beer, had been ) ) . .
stolen from his establishment on Bank | officers to have a drink but th@%&CllﬂGd. Walter
street, The policemen went te Fer- . . . .
guson’s wharf where they found Ira, | Watson admitted stealing the beer and said his

w .3 i v . F SO Se 3 . . . .
fpotrer and Hyerctt pvatson seated onl hrother Everett helped him lift it over the fence in

brothers asked the officers t have a

drink but thr;' declined. \\'u;’ter l\\Sut— the backyard.
so?1 t;qmtlttedt su‘-:;ling thc-}-] }u--«::i- ;]und
sald his brother Everett helpe im i i

life it over the fence in the backyard ﬁ\/\(alter pleaded _gunty qnd his brothgrs pleaded not

Walter pleaded guilty and his| guilty. Judge Coit considered the evidence to

brothers pleaded not guilty. Judge .. . . .
(_-;,n f,nnstif(xlervd the evidence to con-| convict insufficient and discharged Ira and Everett
vict insufiicient and discharged Ir: [
ana Everett Wateon. He sent walter | Watson. He sent Walter to jail for 30 days and

to jail for 30 days and fined him $7. fined him $70
The Day New London, CTThurs., July 27, 1911, pg. 6

Drunk on a Sunday

ASunday Drunk Disciplined

fWalter Watson was fined $¥olice Judge Coit this morning and was committed in
default of payment. Watson was drunk

on Sunday. He said he had been Sunday Drunk Disciplined.

employed to clean up a saloon. He dil -, 1tor Watson was fined $5 by Po-
it. He did not succeed, however, in | lice Judge Coit thisg morning and was
- : committed in default of payment.
cleaning up all the stock of th? platce. Watian ny Srihk v Bisiay Heo
The Day New London, CT: Mon., said he had been employed to clean
April 13, 1914, pg. 5 up a saloon. He did it. He did not
succeed, however, in cleaning up all
the stock of the place.

]




Firebugwatson
Il n 1910, Mystic was dhit by [a] wave of s,

AJuly 261 Cottrell Lumber Yard fire destroyed old grist mill, storage sheds of Silex WKks.,
and steamer Dream, Jos. Wells, owner, at the Silex, dock

ASept. 22, Burrowscoath ar f and R. B. Chuteds junk s

nOct. 11, top floor of Central Hall Block and grain shed of Arnold Rudd, Jackson Ave. (the
Noank fire engine drawn to Mysti.c0 by Rob

Stonington Chronology 1648949 : Being a YeaBy-Year Record of the American Way of Life in a
ConnecticufTown, by William Haynes; Pequot Press 1949; page 106. (Found onilrie atk).

That last conflagration was the worst. The New London newsdggeDaysummed up the
damages in its October 11th headline:

Mystic’s Firebug Causes
Damage of $40,000 Today

Morgan Block Containing Theatre, Masonic Hall and Several Stores Destroyed
Early This Morning—Grain Elevator Near Dépot Burns at Same Time,
There Being No Fire Apparatus to Spare From Bigger Blaze.

Per theStonington Chronology
Oct. 12, insurance detectives and state police swarmed into Mystic;
Oct. 14, Everett Watson arrested for incendiarism.

This is how Everett Watson found himself facing Judge Latimer a second time.

TheNorwich BulletinandThe Dayprinted breathless reports of how burglaries appeared to be
linked to the blazes

A Myst i c feued the adcused nwithiother men, out very early on the morning of
August 3 in a dark alleyway andth a bag of fowls in their possessioiihe identity of
Watsoris companions on that day has not been made knowndget

fAnother important witness will be Cornelius Costello, operating a wafghiring and
jewelry business in Mystic. Mr. Costello saw Watson after the fire in which the watch shop
was involved and in his hearing mentioned that a reward would be givenuior oéigoods
taken. Costello says thdtatson spoke to him afterwards, telling him that he had knowledge
of where the watches stolen were.

Norwich Bulletin Norwich, CT;Sat., Oct. 15, 1910, pg. 7


https://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/Stonington_Chronology_edited.pdf

Ernest E. Rogers, owner of the Mystic Grain company building destroyed by fire on Oct. 11th,
reported that his building was Aundoubted

AA |Iittle of the office furniture was al
drawer of the standing desk but there was nothing of value to the thieves in the drawers. T
cash register was broken open and the money it contained, whsdiessahan one dollar,

was t a INerwich 8ulletin Norwich, CT;Tues., Oct. 25, 1910, pg. 6

Anotheraccount of Everett Wat s oBnidgeportHeraldibl es w

AFIREBUG WATSON IS ORDERED HELD
fiProbable Cause Found in Case of Mystic Suspect
AHEAVY BAIL ASKED

AEverett E. Watson, tweniyiree years old, charged with being responsible for the four
recent serious incendiary fires in Mystic, was formally arraigned before Judge Frederick P.
Latimer in the Groton town court Monday and held for the higher court oargelbf arson.

He was committed to the New London jail in default of $2,000 bail.

fiMystic within the past month has had two double incendiary fires, occurring simultaneousl
in different sections of the village. The first two fires entailed a loss of $8,000, and the
second assumed the proportions of a near conflagration, destroyifg®a@rth of

property in the business heart of the village. Watson was arrested by the state police Octo
12 and his case continued until last week.

fAt this hearing Watson testified he did not leave his home between 10 o'clock on the night
of October 10 and 6:30 o'clock on the morning of October 11. The fire occurred at 4 o'clocl
that morning. Watson's evidence was corroborated by his wife, buabentaiesses

testified to having seen him leaving and returning to his home early that morning, and Judg
Latimer found probable cause and ordered the prisoner held for high court.

AWatson is dhouse]painter. He has lived in Mystic ten years &ad been regarded by
many as an eccentric characteHe has been under suspicion since the first fire. When
arrested by State Policemen Rudd, Mitchell and Bridgemamefode being questiongte
denied all knowledge of the authorship of the fves. Bridgeport Herald Bridgeport, CT;
October 23, 1910, pg. 13

Everett Watson languishedtine countyjail until he gothis day in court on January 4, 1911.

AA nolle absolute was entered in the case of state vs. Everett Watson of Groton, who was
charged with setting fire to property in Groton belonging to Luther Morgan on October 11,
when several fires occurred in that vicinity. Norwich Bulletin Norwich, CT; Thurs., Jan.
5,1911, pg. 7



Everett Watson, the man charged
with arson in setting fire to Central
hall, Mystic, had the case against him
nolled without restrictions,.

The Day New London, CT; Wed., Jan. 4, 1911, pg. 6

Why was Everett @asn ¢t sNehooked fdr @hertefereNdes to this matter
in the local papers, but found nothing to tell us if anyone elsewaprosecuted for these
crimes.Cl early the state decided not to proce

But Everettos name remai ns emsbBonistned i n t

As towhy Everett Watson waggarded by many as an eccentric charaét@eople probably
knew his wife was old enough to be his mothandwash i s f fast cousin. Orsthe
guestionnaire for the 1917 Connecticut military census, Evenetbled hat he was
Being hard of hearinghayalsohavecontributed to the impression he made on other people.

The 1912 New London city directory listed Everett Watson living at 12 HometSEverett

and his wife Minnie had moved from Mystic to New London following their ordeal. Likely
thatdos why Everett was around in July 191
stolen case of beewer the fence



If Only
As he drove his wagdoaded with wet good$irough the

dry town of Ledyard, Walter Watson could have saved l

himself a lot of trouble. All he needed to do was out WAI_IER WATSUN IN

i i.e., pull overi when the vehicleontaining state

policemerhonked at WalterBut he di dnoi CUURI A]- l[DYARD

I

Annoyed that they coul dn on
. NEW LONDONER PRESENTED

decided to make troubl e | sms arrervoony oN cmarce|| J

these headlines: OF SELLING LIQUOR. [

~ Walter Watson of this city was pre-;
n WA L T E R WA T S O N | N C O U R T sented this afternoon at Ledyard be- '
fore Justice Danzy Pevey charged!'

ﬁNEW LONDONER PRESENTED THlS Iwith violation of the liquor laws in!

selling liquor in a no licenS$e town.'!

AFTERNOON ON CHARGE OF SELLINGIQUOR || Frosecuting Liquor Agent Frank Q|

Cronin of this city is prosecuting and
Attorney Marion Davis of this city is

AWalter Watson of this city was presented this defending.

Watson is employed as driver by

afternoon at Ledyard before Justice Danzy Pevey & local wholesale liquor dealer. -He

was driving a wagon loaded with wet

charged with violation of the liquor laws in selling  ||goods alons a road in Ledvard on!

Sept. 10 when an automobile contain-

liquor in a no license town. Prosecuting Liquor Ager)|ins state policemen came up in the

rear. The driver of the machine blew

Frank Q. Cronin of this city is prosecuting and Attorn | for the wagon to turn out. ~Watson,

wouldn't turn out, the state police-

i i i i i H men thought the time for a little in-
Marion Davis of this Clty IS defendmg' vestigation ripe and they uncovered |
the wagomw and found the goods. Wat-
son’s arrest followed. :

AWatson is employed as driver by a local wholesale | in a case of this kind it is not nec-

essary to prove an actual sale. Un-

liquor dealer. He was driving a wagon loaded with Wi der the statues bringing liquor into
. ia no license town constitutes a sale
goods along a road in Ledyard on Sept. 10 when an |and therefore a violation of the law. |
automobile containing state policemen came up in the

rear. The driver of the machine blew for the wagon to turn out. Watson wiowidnout,
the state policemen thought the time for a little investigation ripe and they uncovered the

wagon and found the goods. Wat&arrest followed

filn a case of this kind it is not necessary to prove an actual sale. Under the, stangiesg)
liquor into a no license town constitutes a sale and therefore a violation of the law.
The Day New London, CTMon., Sept. 27, 1915, pg. 3

Anot her newspaper ran this s amisposedoébefpre add
Justice Pevey Monday when Watson pleaded guilty and was fined $25 and costs. Hepaid uj
Norwich Bulletin Norwich, CT; Tues., Sept. 28, 1915, pg. 8

This iIis the first ti me webdre aware of Wa |

Both newspapers misspell the name of the justice overseeing this case. His name was Danz
Povey(notPevey) . Danzy Russel/l Povey al so was



A Live Bee in His Ear

AHAD LIVE BEE IN EAR FOR TWO DAYS

NGURDON W. WATSON'S PECULIAR EXPERIENCE AS A RESULT OF A RECENT
HUNTING TRIP

nGurdon W. Watson of 280 Willetts avenue had the unusual experience this week of carryi
a live bee around in his ear for two days. The circumstances under which the bee located |
the ear and the other features of the story make it quite a remarkatnacc

AMr. Watson was on a hunting trip with some : i e g

friends and was staying at a cottage in the countr HAD I-IVE BEE IN

A fire place fire smoked out the bee, which buzzsg § = 5

about and lodged in Mr. Watstear. EAR I:[]R 'I'wu DAYS
AAttempts to get the insect out were unsuccessfuj

The bee Ipuzzed, causing Mr. Watson_ great G & Wi res Derbtaral
inconvenience and discomfort. After it had been EXPERIENCE AS RESULT OF A
there two days the idea of smothering it was RECENT HUNTING TRIP. ;

conceived. A fellow employe of Mr. Watson at thll ¢ .rdon W. Watson of 250 Willetts

Brown Cotton Gin Cds plant blew tobacco smokej|avenue had the unusual experience
this week of carrying a live bee around |

into the ear and the bee was stifled. in his ear for two days. The circum-
stances under which the bee located
o ) ] in the ear and the other features of
AThen Mr. Watson visited the office of Dr. Oliver L‘égigé‘;rtv make it quite a remarkable !
Winship and Dr. Winship removed the dead bee.|| mr. watson was on a hunting trip

with some friends and was staying at |
The Day New London, CTQct. 29, 1915, Pg. 4 a cottage in the country. A fire p?a.ce[

fire smoked out the bee, which buzzed |
. . o _}labout and lodged in Mr. Watson's ear. ,
When the Cotton Gin Mutual Aid Association held it]| Attempts to get the insect out were

. unsuccessful. The hee b d, caus- |
annual banqueh Decemberp ne of t he itig Mr. Yatson grest inconvensence ]

H i ; . and disc y i |
roll call in which he called attention to the well WiShd| {hicre two davs the 1es of smcheron |

of the association for its members and in proof of | |it, yas conceived. = A fellow employe
of Mr, atson at the Brown Cotton |

these well wishethe members were given small Gin Co.’s plant blew tobacco smoke |
R into the ear and the bee was stifled.
tokensd Then Mr. Watson visited the office

ship removed the dead bee,

of Dr. Oliver Winship and Dr. \\-'in-r
AGurdon Watson, ear laps, to prevent any more | |
lodging in his ears.
The Day New London, CTDec. 7, 1915, pg. 9




DdzNR2Yy Q&
He got it back.

The culprit remains at large.

C2NR ¢ 2dzNAy3

STOLEN FORD GAR
FOUND IN NGRWICH

At 8 o'clock Saturday evening,
Gurdon Wat=son of Willetts avenue
complgined at police headquarters
that his Ford touring car, No. 35,000,
had been stolen from Church street.
The police of the neighboring cities
were notified.

Shortly after midnight, Sergt. A. C.
Matthews of the Norwich police force,
noticed the car in Thames street,
Norwich, but when approached, the
driver “‘gave it the gas"” and (isap-
peared down Thames street at a rapid
rate of speed Sergt. Matthews notified
headquarters and a chase of the car
was made in the patrol wagon.

Mr. Watsop's TIord was {found
abandoned and backed up against the
curbing, half way up the High street
hill. The XNorwich police reported
their find to the local police, who, in
turn, notitied Mr. Watson, who went
to Norwich Sunday morning and
returned to this city with his car,
after thanking Sergeant Matthews and
the other Norwich officers concerned,
for their vigilance in detecting the
carnr,

foundl.

The man who stole the car was not

For what itds
(and Wait St.) becanyeart of State Street

wort h,

/| F N {2 Sy

ASTOLEN FORD CAR FOUND IN
NORWICH

fAt 8 oiclock Saturday evening, Gurdon
Watson of Willetts avenue complained at
police headquarters that his Ford touring car,

| No. 35,000, had been stolen from Church

street. The police of the neighboring cities
were notified.

AShortly after midnight, Sergt. A. C. Matthews
of the Norwich police force noticed the car in
Thames street, Norwich, but when approached,
the driveriigave it the gasand disappeared
down Thames street at a rapid rate of speed.
Sergt. Matthews notified headquarters and a
chase of the car was made in the patrol wagon.

fiMr. Watsorts Ford was found abandoned and
backed up against the curbing, half way up the
High street hill. The Norwich police reported
their find to the local police who, in turn,
notified Mr. Watson, whavent to Norwich
Sunday morning and returned to this city with
his car, after thanking Sergeant Matthews and
the other Norwich officers concernéd. The
Day, New London, CT; Mon., April 14, 1919,

pg. 5

Church Street i n the

From State Street in New London, to Thames Street in Norwich, is about 12 miles dueanorth

pretty good joyride for 1919.



He Tumbled Into a Ditch

It was necessary to run a correction aftee Daypublished an item about one of the Watson

brothers:

NGURDON W. WATSON TUMBLED IN DITCH

AWILLETTS AVENUE RESIDENT INJURED IN
AN ATTEMPT TO BOARD TROLLEY CAR

AGurdon W. Watson of Willetts avenue incurred a
painful injury Friday evening in lower Bank street.
He came out of a place of business there to catch
passing car, which he put chase for. In his hurry I
failed to notice an open ditch where the water

department had been at work and he fell in this.

fiHe lay at the bottom of a ditch for some minutes,
probably, as he was seen by the crew of another
trolley car crawling out of the hole. He had a bad
wound over the eye. He was taken on board the g
as far as the corner of Howard street and then he
wentto the office of Dr. Harry M. Lee, who dressed

the wound and sent the man home. No serious
results are anticipated. The ditch he fell into had

been guarded by a lantern, but it is supposed that

had been knocked over or extinguished in other
manneras it was found at the bottom of the
excavation late6. The Day New London, CT;
Sat., Oct. 21, 1905, pg. 6

Walter A. Watson Injured.

In the item concerning the injury of a
Mr. Watson in Saturday night's Day the
first name of the victim of the accident
in lower Bank street was given erron-
eously. The name should have been Wal-
ter A. Watson, instead of Gurdon Wat-
son,

GURDON ¥, WATSON
TUNBLED N DITCH

WILLETTS AVENUE RESIDENT IN-
JURED IN AN ATTEMPT TO
BOARD TROLLEY CAR.

Curdon W, Watson of Willetts avenue
incurred a painful injury Friday evening
in lower Bank street. le came out of a
place of business there to catch a passing
| car, which he put chase for. In his hurry
| he failed to notice an open ditch where
the water department had been at work
and he fell in this.

He lay at the bottom of the ditch for
some minutes, probably, as he was seen
by the erew of another trolley car crawl-
ing out of the hole. He had a bad wound
over the eye. He was taken on bhoard
the car as far as the corner of Howard
street and then he went to the office of
Dr. Harry M. Lee, who dressed the wound
and sent the man home. No serious re-
suits are anticipated. The ditch he fell
into had been guarded by a lantern, but
it is supposed that this had been knocked
{ over or extinguished in other manner, as
it was found at the bottom of the exca-
vation later,

| AWalter A. Watson Injured

filn the item concerning the injury of Mr.
Watson in Saturday nigls®ay the first
name of the victim was given
erroneously. The name should have been
Walter A. Watson, instead of Gurdon
Watsono
Mon., Oct. 23, 1905, pg. 6

The Day New London, CT;

Gurdon wadully twenty years older than WalteiWhoever made the initial identification must
not have gotten a good look at the man who crawled outalitith.




This incident can be put i nto the context

On November 3rd, exactly two weeks aftes fall into the ditch, Walter married gear
old Mary Ernestine Lewis. We suspect this was a shotgun wedding, because their son
Floyd Allen was born fiveanda-half months later, on May 23, 1906.

If Floyd was a fulterm baby, he was conceived probably around late August 1905.
On August8,1905V/al t er 6 s mot her di ed.

Wa | t #germdiss have beestressful in those weeks and months. His coping mechanisms
included alcohol consumption and a sexual relationstiip a teenage girlWalter probably
had a lot on his mind when lseumbled intadhat ditch. His tumble seemike a metaphor for
his troubled life.

Walter Allen Watsondied in New Londorat the age of 36n Nov. 6, 1917. Cause of death
was tuberculosigil yean) and alcoholismifyear®). He was buriedin i s f ainher 0 s
Jordan Cemetery, Waterford, CT.



https://www.queenealogist.org/samuel_watson/the.watson.family.of.west.greenwich.rhode.island_part3.html#nehemiah.cemetery.lot

Ira Stalked His Estranged Second Wife

APAID $10 FOR HIS FRACAS OVER WIFEB CONDUCT

fAlra Watson was fined $10 and sentenced to ten
days in jail in police court today on the charge of
breach of the peace. Watson, who has been
separated from his wife, is alleged to have follow
her and two other women from the Capitol theatr¢
down Bank siet and accosted them. &dugh and
tumbledresulted with a brother of one of the wom
who was summoned and arrived on the scene.
After the first round of the encounter, not clearly
revealed to the authorities, the brother turned to ¢
down the streednd then Watson jumped on the
man when his back was turned and tore off his s}
The arrest of Watson followed. Watson admitted
today that he had not been living with his wife, bu

claimed that she was going about with other men
The Day New London, CT; Mon., May 28,

i ing abbut with other men,

PAID 210 TOR HIS FRACAS
OVER WII'E'S COMDUCT
Ira Watson was fined $10 and
sentenced to ten davs in jail in
police court today on the charge
of breach of the peace. Watson,
who has been separated from his
wife, is alleged to have followed
ier and two other women from the
Capitol theatre down Bank street
anid aecosted them. A “rough and
fumble” resulted with a brother of
onn of the women who was sum-
moned and arrived on the scene.
After the first round of the en-
cuunter, not clearly revealed to the
1uthorities, the brothgr turned to
go down the street and then Wat-
son jumped on the man whan his
hack was turned and tore off his
shirt, The arrest of Watson fol-
lowed., Watson admitted today that
he had not been living with his
wife, but claimed that she was go-

1923, pg. 7

X And Assaulted his Brothér¥Law

IN THE POLICE COURT.

Cinsy of Offenders Up for Disclplince
There This Merning,

William Clay was abusive to Patrol-

man  White when the afficer advised
him to go get aboard the last boat feor
Groton Friday night, He was glven

ample opportunity, but declined to take | p€ace
the policeman's advice, Clay was fined
$6 on a charge of  Intoxication. by
Judge Coit this morning.
Frank Sullivan,; a stable
charged with- intexication, but, =8 1t
was h'e -first appearance and - he haa
emplovment, the charge was nolled.

hand, was

Ira Watson was arraigned for breach He n
of the peace in striking Henrv Gavitre,

but it was disclosed thal the &ffray| fj Ge
was trivial and the charge was nolled.
Theaffaypr obably wasnoét tri

Georgie Gavitt urged her husband not to press charges, and to downplay what happened.

AIN THE POLICE COURT

fiClass of Offenders Up for Discipline There
This Morning

flra Watson was arraigned for breach of the

in striking Henry Gawvitt, but it was

disclosed that the affray was trivial and the
charge was nolled. The Day New
London, CT;Sat.,Aug. 24, 1912, pg. 6

ry Gavitt was
orgieo (Georgia
vi al We donot

husb



aAyYSNBIFI Qa Dfl aa 9@&§
On May 21, 1904Minerva (George) Watsanjured her
eye while splitting wood. The local newspaper reports
on this accident:

PIECE OF KINDLING
BESTROYS Sibli]

MRS. GURDON WATSON SUSTAINS
PAINFUL INJUKY — ACCIDENT
HAPPENED CUTTING WOOD.

AMrs. Gurdon Watson of
painful accident Saturday which lost her the sight of
an eye and may necessitate removal of the whole
eyeball. Mrs. Watson was splitting kindlings Saturd|
morning when a small piece struck her eye,
penetating the ball for some distance. She was tak
immediately to the office of Dr. J. C. Taylor and the
eye given attention.

Mrs. Gurdon Watson of Willetts av-
enue suffered a painful accident Satur-
day which lost her the sight of an eye
and may necessitate removal of the
whole eyeball. Mrs. Watson was split-
ting kindlings Saturday mornming when
a small piece struck her eye, per:etmtmg
the ball for some distance. She was
taken imediately to the office of Dr.

Al't was found that a po

of the wound and the victim was in great pain. The
Is considerable probability that the eyeball will have
be removed, and the sight is gone at any rate, Mrs.

J. C. Taylor and the eye was given at-
tention. y

It was found that a portion of the
eyeball had run out of the wound and

the victim was in great pain. There is
considerable probability that the eye-
ball will have to be removed, and the
sizht is gone at any rate, Mrs. Watson
being able to distinguish between light
and darkness with that eye.

Watson being able to distinguish Wween light and
darkness with that eye.

The Day New London, CT; May 23, 1904, pg. 6

~ In this lovely old
photo of Minerva (which
MyHeritage.com), you can tell that her right eye is the
gl as s seurpesinglynatutalfosking.

W €

Mi nervads grandson EI mer I
r e ¢ a IMy grathdmothier Watson had one glass eye.
She always claimed that | threw a bottle at her and put
her eye out. | never remember doing that, and | think it
was adstorydshe made up.

We assume that Mi
grave with her when she died in 1935.

ner vaos
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A SpiritualistConductedhe FuneralService MINERVA E. WATSON
Minerva died at homeof a heart attaglon May 22, 1935. |Wife of Gurdon W. Watson Dies

Suddenly at Home
Minerva E. W

AMINERVA E. WATSON
AWife of Gurdon W. Watson Dies Suddenly at Home

fiMrs. Minerva E. Watson, wife of Gurdon W. Watson (...« wher <

280 Willetts avenue, died suddenly at heme last e S5 Larei
evening at B0 oilock from heart disease. She was | i wateon was |
about the house when stricken ill. Dr. Charles Kaufmg'®!- *°% @7 © vas 8
the medical examiner, announced the cause of death|ner of the American Legior

fiMrs. Watson waborn at Schuyler, Nepand had
resided in this city for 40 years. She was a member o '
the American Legion auxiliary. 1

fBesides her husband, she is survived by a son, EImg /1
Watson, and three daughters, Mfla A. Murray of e
Bridgeport, Mrs. Grace L. Putnam of this city, and Mrs:
Hessie Hammond of North Windham. Two grandsons and a granddaughter alsoGurvive.
The Day New London, CT; Thurs., May 23, 1935, pg. 10

We have italicized, above, two things fro

1 Minerva was born itndiana Schuyler, Nebraskavashed aught er Hessi e
T Gurdon and Mi ner v aVdla, tbaViog.ht er was named

Mi nervabds funer al was conducted at her ho

Funeral of Minerva Watson New London had a Spiritualist Temple, at 258
Funeral services of Mys Minerva o Bank Street in 193%nd Mrs. Russell was
. Watson, wile FUTROR ¥y .| connected with it Among other thingshey
s P ey w11 | offered healing services asdance PerThe
atts avenue. Mrs. Matilda Russel National Spiritualisés June 1976 newsletter
of Norwich, a Spiritualist, conduet Matilda Russellwasacer t i fi ed me
od W Y 5 fifty years. o

——— Il n 2010 EIl mer Watson J
of the Watsons were Spiritualists. Uncle JobshhHammong He s si e d s |sv@&c on
one. That is why he remained in such broken body pos#ion He believed that a
Spiritualist could lay his hands on and healallMle s, | was at my gr an
can see her now as she laid in the open casket in the living room. | was twenty years of age.
purple ribbon hung on the front door for




Found Dead on House Porch

|
ilra C. Watson, about 703F0und Dead on
years, was found dead on the porch of his lodging hoy HOUSC Porch
36 Shapley street, last night and Medical Examiner TR e AN A S

Charles Kaufman declared him a victim of heart disea{ dent of this city many vears. was

His landlady, Miss Nellie Farnan,w@avir. Watson lying | 'ound dead on the porch of his
lodging house, 36 Shapley street,

on hi s back at 10: 57 o06c lagt night and Medical Examiner| €
was unable to rouse him Charles Kaufman declared him a
) vietim of heart disease. His land-

. . lady, Miss Nellie Farnan, saw Mr. | .
ARadi o Patrol men George Watson lving on his back at 10:57 | |
were dispatched to the house and found Watson was | © ¢lock and notified the police she
. ] was unahle to arouse him,

dead. After the body was examined by the medical Radio Patrolmen George Bxuhn&
examiner it was removed to the Prentis funeral home. | #nd William J. Riordan were dis-
patched to the house and found |

- . Watson was dead. After the body || .
A Mr . Wat son wa s said to was examined by the medical ex I I
some time. He was accidentally injured a few years af aminer it was removed to the Pren.
. . tis funeral home. '
and since then had been required to use crutches. Mr. Wétson was sild to havel

heen in failing health for some |

n Man y year s ago h e was e|time. He was accidentally injured || |
oo a few vears ago and since then !
Twomey, a wholesale and retail liquor dealer, and late SN s e i g
worked as a machinist in various local factories. In Many vears ago he was employed |
. . . hy the late Jeremiah Twomey, a |
_recent years, the police said, he had been working at ¢\ oo 00 Bador. deater]
jObS. and later worked as a machinist |
in various local factories In re-
~ . . cent VPArS 1e¢ palice =al ]
AThe deceased i s surviyvel/n yas thepolice said fie had
. . enn Orking at "d(’ iohs
of Bridgeport, and a Si S| The deceased is survived by a } S
hrother, Gurdon Watson of Bridge-
The Day New London, CTWed., Nov. 3, 1943, pg. 11 Al R il
11 Noank,

Gurdonhadmovedto Bridgeport probably about a year
earlier, to live with his daughter Viella ahér husband ohn Mur r ay . The s
i n No a Métie Towmges The sister not mentioned was Georgie Gavitt, who by this time

was living with her family in Brooklyn, NY.

| r ads TdGerirudel Charles, and Ethiedlso survived him, as did his-exfe, Nellie
Ormsby,by thenmarried to Theodore Miller and living in Providence, Rl we understand it,
there was no contact between Ira and his children after Nellie regained dasit®&dy, took

the kids to Rhode Island, aattered their surname from Watson\dlson

Hattie Tourjee was the informant forr de@ath recordHewas laidtorestimh hei r f at h
in Jordan Cemetery, Waterford, CT.
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A Photo ofArdelia Watso1§18681922)As a Reference Point

The opportunity to crosseference old family photos is rare. We were able to do this with one
particular photo preserved by Minervaodos d.

| t adpertrait of ArdeliaNehemiah Watsams ol des't
daughter, likely taken in 1889 when she married Frank
Rawson. Her name is written on the back in Elmer E.
Wat son Jr . 0s handwriting.
we have to assume that someone else supplied the info.

In 2010 we corresponded with George Hancock, a man who
posted online that he had an antique photo album that once
belonged to the Rawson family. Mr. Hancock generously
sent us a number of photo images, the originals of which
were handabeled by a mviouso wn e r clearthat bud s
photo is identical to the one shown below from the Rawson
al bum, | abeled fiDelia Watso
the photo of Frank Rawson,
He had an impressive moustache.

SITM M OMCHIRA K auicn s

o o e PN v
Delia Wa 73 - Frenlh IPawsen TR
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A slightly-younger Ardelia is easily recognized in
another photo (shown at right). Tligbinet card
portrait includes the g
addressand yeaon the photo mount: G. Wallace
Wright / 1887 / 11 Union St., Putnam, Conn.

Asecondphoto n Hessi eliasthec ol |
identicalphoto mount (shown at lower left). Remar
taped to the back of this second photo suggest tha
mightbe MelisséBaker, wife of Elhanan Watson Jr.
but no one knew for sure.

We think it likely that these two photos, taken at thq
same place in the same year, portray mother and
daughter. The woman in the second photo probab
I' s Nehemiah Watsondsi wi
Mary Ellen Lewis, whacelebrated he44th birthday

in Septembel887.

\ WALLACE : 11 Uniox Sr.,
].\\"-’I(‘v’*"'[. Prrxaw, (

WALLACE & 11 Uxrox St.,
AL R EETR e Purnam, CoNN.

But could itbe Melissa and her daughter in
these photos? | t 6s

Melissa (Baker) Watsanenly surviving
daughter, Alnettawasborn June 22, 1875.

If Melissa and Alnetta were the subjects of
this pair of prtraits A N e dsat meso w
twelve years oldt the time Thegirl in the
1887 photdooks older than twelvé andshe
strongly resembles tHaterphoto of Ardelia.

(@)

m

P



A Photo Mystery Possibly Solve¥ SR Ere

This picture, and another oteken orthe § FEEFSEs
same occasiqrcame to us via grandson '
of Gur donos (tleasangeh t
person who supplied the photo of Gurdd¥™ i
in his fishing regalip

He readily identified the man on the left
as Gurdon Watson, and we conctie
also thought thatie man on the right
probably was | ra
brother. We get a better look at him in
the next photo.

His guess as to the woman standing ne
to Gurdon: Possibly Minern/atson

The companion photo to this group of L T
four is three men in the same spot with §&¢ =~ = =~ =
few more clues. ]

Thereds Gur donandihipai n
manon the right thatve think is Ira.

They resemble each othdr.r a 6 s WWI
draft registration says he had blue eyes
theeyes of thenanon the rightare light
intone We o6l | decllemr e hi

There isagravestone&isible behind Ira
they 6r e s taxenttern.g 1| n

MyHeritage.conoffers PhotoDatek ,

fian exclusive, free new feature that
estimates when old photos were taken.
PhotoDater estimated the dates of these
pictures at 193@1.

Whose funeral/burial might the Watsons
have been attending around that time?

Wa s

it
who di

rados estrang
on

|
ed Mar ch 5,














































